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(see the beginning of the Aitareya Brahmana of the Rig
Veda) that among gods Agni or Fire. was the last and
Vishnu was the first Shrikrishna, about whose per-
sonality and preachings we shall speak in a separate
book, was a contemporary of Vyasa and was believed to
bean Avatara-or incarnation of Vishnu. Vyasa was
probably one of those who believed so, and it is not at all
impossible that the Itihasa or history.railed " Triumph "
which he wrote was pervaded with the feeling of admira-
tion which he entertained for him. We are therefore
not stretching our guess too far when we hold that the
original poem of Vyasa was written in glorification of
Krishna or Narayana as of Arjuna or Nara.
It must, however,  be granted that Krishna worship
was, as may naturally be expected, in its infaacy when
Vyasa wrote his poem ; and we find one or two places in
the Mahabharata where Krishna is treated as an ordinary
mortal.    The statements which we are now going to
refer strike us as invaluable fossils which are preserved
in this vast work by mistake or accident and which give
evidence of the fact that the original work of Vyasa was
considerably  different  from its present form.    In the
Mausala Parva,   where,   after the Yadavas had  been
destroyed in a terrible internecine feud,  Arjuna is said
to have led away the many wives of Krishna, it is stated
that   barbarians   attacked   Arjuna   and   carried away
many from among his fair charge.      "Some,"   it is
added, " went away of their own  choice."    Now had
the author been thoroughly Vaishnavite he would not
have represented some of Krishna's wives   or rather
women as eloping with the barbarians, although it is but